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The Pre-release resources 
booklet
12 weeks before the exam your school will receive copies of the Pre-release 
resources booklet. This booklet will contain information about a geographical 
issue. The issue is something that people have different ideas about. For 
example, the resources booklet could be about:

 how to improve quality of life in one of the world’s poorer cities;
 ways to make UK cities more sustainable;
 the best way to manage a river and prevent it from causing flood damage;
 whether or not to protect a coastal community from erosion by the sea.

The issue can be from any part of your geography course so the resources booklet 
could be about one of these issues, or it could be about one of the other topics 
that are covered in the AQA specification.

Analysing photographs
Photos are important pieces of evidence. A simple way to find meaning in any 
photo is to follow the steps below and look at the example shown in Figure 1. 

Step One Identify the key geographical features of the photo. These are things 
that you recognise from your geography lessons. They might be landforms. In 
Figure 1 they are features of a major city in a newly emerging economy (NEE). 
Write a simple label for each feature. 

Step Two Link your labels to the photo with an arrow.

Step Three Now you are going to use what you have learned in geography 
lessons to think about consequences. Imagine how the features shown in 
this photo might affect local people, the environment, or jobs and work (the 
economy).

Step Four For each feature write down at least one consequence. If there’s 
enough space you can do this next to the photo. You could use a different 
colour for this annotation, as in Figure 1. If not, make a separate list of 
features and their consequences.

Chapter 13

Preparing for Section A 
– Issue Evaluation
Learning objectives

 How to use the 
resources booklet to 
prepare for the exam.

 Strategies for 
structuring your 
longer answers in 
Section A of the 
exam.

Activities
1 Study Figure 1. Use your understanding of the issues facing cities in a newly 

emerging economy, like the one shown in the photo, to complete the elaboration 
for statements 3, 4 and 5.
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Extending your elaboration
The annotations on Figure 1 are useful but they would be even better if these 
ideas were extended. You can do this by using connectives to link your ideas 
together. Words like ‘so’, ‘because’, ‘therefore’, ‘which means that’, are very 
useful to create longer sentences that show you fully understand something. 
Examiners call this elaboration and it is a good thing! You are likely to get extra 
marks for good elaboration. Study Figure 2. Read across each row. Notice how 
connectives have been used to link ideas together to create a chain of reasoning.

Simple statement Consequence Elaboration Further elaboration

1. Homes on the hillside are 
small and very close together …

so there is a risk of fire spreading 
from a cooking stove …

which would spread quickly 
from house to house.

Furthermore, it could be very 
difficult to get a fire engine into 
the narrow streets.

2. Houses seem to be badly 
built …

as a result of poor planning 
controls …

so houses built on the steep 
slope are at risk of collapse 
during the rainy season …

because they only have shallow 
foundations.

3. The sprawling shanty town 
on the hillside …

Is a consequence of rural to 
urban migration …

which occurs because of pull 
factors…

4. Narrow streets are a 
challenge to planners …

because it is difficult to provide 
efficient public transport …

5. Waste collection may be a 
problem …

Figure 1 How to analyse a 
photograph. This photograph 
shows La Paz, a large city in 

Bolivia.

Figure 2 Turn simple 
statements into fully 

elaborated consequences.

Figure 3 Use connectives to 
extend explanation.

Homes are built on a very 
steep hillside …

So they could be at risk of 
landslides during heavy 

rainfall.

Homes are small and very 
close together …

So there is a risk that fire 
from a cooking stove could 
quickly spread through the 

whole neighbourhood.

This building seems to 
have had extra floors 

built on top which might 
indicate that the city has 

grown rapidly without 
proper planning control …

All of these cables may 
indicate that people are 

tapping into the electricity 
supply.

So some homes may not 
have a safe supply of 

electricity or clean water.

Which would create health 
and safety risks.

The road is paved but it is 
steep and narrow …

So this city may have 
transport issues with 

congestion in some parts 
and not enough public 
transport for residents.

Consequences 
for people, 

environment or 
economy

Features in the 
photograph

Key

So Consequence As a result of
Which means that because Due to
Therefore Thus For this reason
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